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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . Authorization for Examiner's Amendment was given by Noel Kivlin in a telephone 
interview on 11-07-06. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for pre-allocating space for a file in a cluster file system, 
comprising: 

receiving a request message from a client, wherein the request message includes 
information to create the file; 

creating the file in the cluster file system in response to the information; 

allocating space in a storage to the file in response to the information, wherein said 
creating the file and said allocating space are performed in as an atomic transaction; 

sending a response message to the client, wherein the response message includes 
information indicative of the space in the storage; and 

further comprising de-allocating the space in response to an amount of time transpiring 

after said allocating . 



2. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising setting a predetermined amount of 
space to be allocated in response to the information. 
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3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

a network; 

one or more servers coupled to the network; 

one or more clients coupled to the network; 

a storage coupled to each of the one or more servers; and 

a cluster file system including program instructions executable to: 

receive a request message from a client of the one or more clients send a r e qu e st 
m e ssag e, wherein the request message includes information to create a file; 

create the file in the cluster file system in response to the information; 
allocate space in a storage to the file in response to the information, wherein said 
instructions executable to create the file and allocate space are executed as an atomic transaction; 

own 
uiiu 

th e s e rv e r send[[ing]] a response message to the client, wherein the response 
message includes information about the space in the storage ; and 

de-allocate the space in response to an amount of time transpiring after said 

allocating . 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Previously Presented) The system as recited in claim [[5]] 4, further including instructions 
executable to set the amount of time. 

7. (Currently Amended) A carrier medium comprising program instructions for pre- 
allocating space for a file in a cluster file system, wherein the program instructions are computer- 
executable to impl e m e nt : 

r e c e iving receive a request message from a client, wherein the request message includes 
information to create the file; 
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cr e ating create the file in the cluster file system in response to the information; 

allocating allocate space in a storage to the file in response to the information, wherein 
said program instructions executable to cr e ating create the file and said allocating allocate space 
are perform e d executed as m an atomic transaction; m& 

sending send a response message to the client, wherein the response message includes 
information indicative of the space in the storage ; and 

de-allocate the space in response to an amount of time transpiring after said allocating . 

8. (Currently Amended) The carrier medium of claim 7, wherein the program instructions 
are computer-executable to implem e nt : 

set[[ting]] a predetermined amount of space to be allocated in response to the 
information. 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Currently Amended) A server system for pre-allocating space for a file in a cluster file 
system, the system comprising: 

a CPU; 

a storage coupled to the CPU; and 

a memory coupled to the CPU, wherein the memory stores program instructions which 
are executable by the server CPU to: 

receive a request message , wherein the request message includes information to 
create the file ; 

create the file in the cluster file system in response to the information; 

allocate space in the storage to the file in response to the information, wherein 
said instructions executable to create the file and allocate space are executed as an atomic 
transaction; and 

send a response message, wherein the response message includes information 
about the space in the storage ; and 
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de-allocate the space in response to an amount of time transpiring after said 

allocating, 

11. (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the program instructions are further executable 
by the server CPU to: 

set a predetermined amount of space to be allocated in response to the information. 

12. (Canceled) 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for operating a file system, comprising: 

the file system receiving a command to open a file, wherein a space has been allocated to 
the file prior to said receiving, wherein the command to open the file includes information 
instructing the file system to de-allocate the space, wherein the file system is configured to 
conditionally perform: 

in the event a request to store data in the file is received, storing said data in the 
space allocated to the file; or 

in the event said request is not received prior to a predetermined amount of time 
transpiring, de-allocating said space; 

wherein the file system is a cluster file system . 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising setting the predetermined amount of 
time. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Canceled) 



18. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 
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a computer; 

a file system including program instructions executable to implement a m e thod including : 
th e fil e syst e m r e c e iving receive a command to open a file, wherein a space has been 
allocated to the file prior to said receiving, wherein the command to open the file includes 
information instructing the file system to de-allocate the space, wherein the file system is 
configured to conditionally perform: 

in the event a request to store data in the file is received, storing said data in the 
space allocated to the file; or 

in the event said request is not received prior to a predetermined amount of time 
transpiring, de-allocating said space; 

wherein the file system is a cluster file system . 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Currently Amended) A carrier medium comprising program instructions for operating a file 
system, wherein the program instructions are computer-executable to impl e m e nt : 

enable the file system r e c e iving to receive a command to open a file, wherein a space has 
been allocated to the file prior to said receiving, wherein the command to open the file includes 
information instructing the file system to de-allocate the space, wherein the file system is 
configured to conditionally perform: 

in the event a request to store data in the file is received, storing said data in the 
space allocated to the file; or 

in the event said request is not received prior to a predetermined amount of time 
transpiring, de-allocating said space; 

wherein the file system is a cluster file system . 



22. (Canceled) 
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24. (Currently Amended) A system for operating a file system, the system comprising: 

a CPU; and 

a memory coupled to the CPU, wherein the memory stores program instructions which 
are executable by the CPU to: 

receive a command to open a file, wherein a space has been allocated to the file prior to 
the command to open the file, wherein the command to open the file includes information 
instructing the file system to de-allocate the space, wherein the file system is configured to 
conditionally perform: 

in the event a request to store data in the file is received, storing said data in the 
space allocated to the file; or 

in the event said request is not received prior to a predetermined amount of time 
transpiring, de-allocating said space; 

wherein the file system is a cluster file system . 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) A method for operating a file system, comprising: 

the file system receiving a command to truncate a space allocated to a file, wherein the 
space has been allocated to the file prior to said receiving, wherein the command to truncate the 
space allocated to the file includes information instructing the file system to de-allocate the 
space, wherein the file system is configured to conditionally perform: 

in the event a request to store data in the file is received prior to a predetermined 
amount of time transpiring, storing said data in the space allocated to the file; or 

in the event said request is not received prior to the predetermined amount of time 
transpiring, de-allocating said space; 

wherein the file system is a cluster file system . 
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28. (Original) The method of claim 27, further comprising setting the predetermined amount of 
time. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Canceled) 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Apu M. Mofiz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4080. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 
P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached at (571 ) 272-4146. The fax numbers for the 
group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 
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Primary Patent Examiner 
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